
The West Tankers saga famously began when a tanker collided with a pier in Syracuse in Sicily. 
The cover of this edition depicts not that pier, but one in the Polish spa town of Sopot on the 
Baltic coast, where arbitration lawyers and institutional representatives recently gathered to 
discuss the future of commercial and investment arbitration in Europe. 

The pier is a fitting motif, since the framework that governs arbitration in Europe could soon 
come to an abrupt end, leaving practitioners facing rough seas ahead. In the commercial 
sphere, we are likely to see changes to Brussels I, the regulation that governs the recognition 
and enforcement of civil and commercial judgments within the EU and that has traditionally 
exempted arbitration, in light of the controversial ECJ judgment in West Tankers. Other EU 
legislation – for example, the anti-discrimination directive at the heart of Jivraj v Hashwani – 
could also affect arbitration, as could recent moves to harmonise European contract law. 

In the investment sphere, meanwhile, the European Commission is widely expected to use its 
exclusive competence under the Lisbon Treaty to handle foreign direct investment matters to 
replace the existing framework of bilateral investment treaties between member states with 
something else – if it is not already doing so. 

In our cover feature, we outline some of the issues and choices facing Europe as articulated 
by the delegates in Sopot, as well as their ideas on how to approach them. We also report on 
a recent speech by French arbitrator Emmanuel Gaillard, in which he warns of some of the 
unintended consequences of the European Commission’s plan to terminate intra-EU bilateral 
investment treaties, including the possible relocation of major companies to non-EU countries 
offering strong investment protection. 

Our Asia coverage consists of an interview with the secretary general of CIETAC, Yu Jianlong, 
who tells us what to expect from the imminent CIETAC rule revision, while we also offer a 
feature on the origins and future of gas pricing disputes, written by Phillip Spencer Ashley and 
Ben Holland of CMS Cameron McKenna in London. 

We look forward to seeing you at GAR Live London on 30 November.
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The Preferred Arbitration Destination

Singapore

Asia is the world’s fastest growing region today 
in economic terms, and the use of international 

arbitration for dispute resolution is also steadily rising. 
Within Asia, Singapore has developed into one of the 
leading centres in the world for arbitration, due to its 
arbitration-friendly legal system, modern infrastructure 
and strong reputation for neutrality and impartiality. As 
a signatory to the New York Convention and with its 
arbitration regime based on the UNCITRAL Model Law, 
Singapore has long been recognised as an attractive 
seat in Asia, with more than fifty percent of the world’s 
population located within seven hours’ flight time, 
including the major cities of Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, 
Seoul, Delhi, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Perth and Hanoi.

Maxwell Chambers is the latest addition to Singapore’s 
suite of dispute resolution services, a world-class 
arbitration facility located within the central business 

district. With 14 custom-designed and fully-equipped 
hearing rooms of different shapes and configurations, 
as well as 12 breakout rooms, arbitration hearings of 
all sizes can be accommodated. Supporting services 
include video-conferencing and wireless internet, 
digital transcription and long-term document storage. 
Seven food & beverage outlets are located on the 
building premises, including an Italian restaurant, an 
Indian restaurant, a Japanese restaurant, two Chinese 
restaurants, a sandwich bar and an ice-cream parlour. 
The adjacent underground train station links the 
facility to the downtown business district and the 
rest of Singapore, and top hotels are located just five 
minutes’ walk away.

To find out more, please log on to our website at  
www.maxwell-chambers.com. Come experience Maxwell 
Chambers today, the preferred arbitration destination. 
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